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Officer Team: President Liz Fossum, North Vice President Hailey Boekelheide, South Vice  
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Bollweg, Reporter Andrew Cypher, Parliamentarian Veronica Knippling.  

Hello SD FBLA!  Welcome to the monthly FBLA Newsletter!   

Every month I will be publishing this Newsletter and, with help 

from local chapters, this newsletter will be packed with what is hap-

pening in SDFBLA! Local chapter reporters and historians have a 

deadline of the 15th of every month to get their photos and newslet-

ters emailed to Andrew Cypher at ac3711@k12.sd.us! Thank you 

and have an amazing month! 
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Chapter Chatter 
 

 

This month’s Chapter Chatter comes from the Tri-Valley chapter in Colton, SD. Your 

chapter is encouraged to write and send in stories for the newsletter, as well as pictures 

of your chapter’s activities! This piece was written by the local reporter for Tri-Valley, 

Jessica Huntimer. 

The Tri-Valley FBLA chapter had a great kick-off meeting! We had over 45 attendees on 
September 6th. The chapter's officers handed out business cards to get the word out for 
the first kick-off meeting for the year. We decided as a chapter to build and grow in our 
relationships with other members of our chapter. Every Friday, we have an FBLA 
meeting, which includes essential dates, any questions members may have, and games 
to get to know each other better.  
Tri-Valley is outgrowing our elementary wing of out school quickly. Our school district 
has been trying hard to get a bond to build an elementary school. The school board de-
cided to host a community forum to tell their community their issues they are having in 
the school district that would need another school building to resolve the problem. The 
FBLA chapter put in some volunteer hours during this community forum. Our chapter 
had a free daycare for children to attend if their parents would like to sit in on the forum. 
Parents wrote down their children’s information as well as parents/ legal guardian infor-
mation in case it was needed. The members who attended had a great time at this op-
portunity to serve our community! 
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Member Highlights 
 

 

Mariah William 

“Participating in FBLA is by far the best choice I've ever 

made. Not only has it provided me with growth in the 

business field, but it's also given me the opportunity to 

come closer to my community. My favorite event is the 

Community Service Project because it brings our chapter 

closer together for the good of our community. In the 

past three years, we've completed multiple service pro-

jects for The Salvation Army, The Boys and Girls Club, 

and Safe Harbor. All of which have shed new light on my 

life and our Aberdeen community. Without FBLA, I 

wouldn't have gotten engaged nor would I be the person 

that I am today.” 

Tessa Kilber 

I have been involved in FBLA for four years. I would’ve 

never imagined FBLA would have become such a big 

part of my life. Looking back, I have learned so much 

and become so grateful for the opportunity. I have been 

Secretary of my local chapter for two years. I am very 

active in our Community Service projects such as Oper-

ating Christmas Child, Safe Harbor Christmas gifts, and 

FBLA Blood Drive. My favorite events at SLC include 

hospitality management and entrepreneurship. I loved 

that I got to work with two other members in my chap-

ter in these events. It taught me so many teamwork and 

leadership skills. Along with enhancing problem solving 

and public speaking abilities as well. Now looking back, 

now that I am the South Dakota State FBLA Secretary, 

it’s all led up to what FBLA taught me. I gained confi-

dence, leadership, and networking skills through this 

organization that has resulted in stepping outside of my 

comfort zone and achieving things I never even imag-

ined possible. 
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Officer Reports 
 

 

President Liz Fossum 

North VP Hailey 

Boekelheide  

 Hi! My name is Liz Fossum and I am currently serving 

as State President for South Dakota FBLA. I am a senior at 

Mitchell High School and president of my local FBLA chap-

ter. This is my fourth year as an FBLA member. Through 

FBLA I have found a way to reach out to my community, 

connect with people all across the state and America, and 

learn to become a leader. Other than FBLA, I am involved in 

Show Choir, HOSA, Best Buddies, and Marching Band Tech. 

In my free time, I enjoy hanging out with friends, watching 

the show Friends, and sleeping. I also love to travel! I will 

talk your ear off about all of the places I would love to visit. I 

am excited for SD FBLA this year. We have a great officer 

team and some new, exciting ideas!  

@liz_fossum  

 Hi! I’m Hailey, I’m a senior from Northwestern High 

school and I am currently serving as State North Vice Presi-

dent for South Dakota FBLA. This is my fourth year as an 

FBLA member, and I am currently vice president of my local 

FBLA chapter. FBLA gave me an outlet to meet people who 

were equally motivated to improve public speaking skills 

and business knowledge. It’s been a great way to build 

connections not only within my community, but also 

throughout the state! I am involved in FCA, Youth Group, 

Drama, Oral Interp, Robotics, Basketball, and Track. I love 

going to eat at Marlins with my friends and making bowls 

on the turning lathe with my grandpa. Good luck this year 

at state conference! 

@hailey_Boekelheide  
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Officer Reports 
 

 

South VP Catie Natvig 

Secretary Tessa Kilber 

  

 Hi, my name is Catie Natvig and I am the South 

Dakota FBLA South Vice President. This is my fourth year 

in FBLA. I am currently the president of our local chap-

ter. I am a senior at T.F. Riggs high school in Pierre. I’m 

involved in volleyball, basketball, student senate, FBLA, 

and gov2gov. I am very excited to see what this year has 

to offer for South Dakota FBLA! 

 

@natvigcatie  

 

 Hello everyone! I am Tessa Kilber, your South Da-

kota State FBLA Secretary. I have been involved in FBLA 

for four years and this has been my favorite one by far. I 

have loved getting to see a totally new aspect of FBLA 

through my work as a state officer and I really encourage 

all of you to take the opportunity to do the same! Some 

more about me is that I am involved in cross country, bas-

ketball, track, NHS, 4-H, and band. I can’t wait to see all 

of you at our upcoming events and also to see where the 

rest of this year in FBLA takes me! 

 

@tessakilber 
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Officer Reports 
 

 

 Hello everyone! My name is Christine Stoltenberg, and I 

am currently serving as the State Treasurer. I am a senior at 

Northwestern High School and have been an active FBLA 

member since my freshman year! FBLA is a great organization 

that has allowed me to step outside of my comfort zone and 

has given me the opportunity to lead in my community and 

state. FBLA has provided me numerous opportunities to net-

work with South Dakota's members and other regional officers. 

FBLA has provided an outlet for me to become a better busi-

ness leader. Serving as the State Treasurer has guided my into 

my future career path as I plan to major in Accounting when I 

go to college. Along with FBLA, I participate in volleyball, bas-

ketball, track, FFA, and BEST Robotics. I am beyond excited to 

see what this year of FBLA has to offer! 

Treasurer Chrissie  

Stoltenberg 

Historian Regan Bollweg 

  

 Hi, my name is Regan Bollweg, I am a Junior 

at Pierre T.F Riggs high school. I am currently serv-

ing as state historian for South Dakota FBLA. I 

have been a member for 3 years and served as lo-

cal chapter president last year. Other activities I am 

involved in include: football, wrestling, youth 

group, track, FFA, baseball, Nation Honor Society, 

and 4-H. I enjoy Saturday nights with the fellas and 

chasing clout on TikTok. Let’s have a great and 

productive year of FBLA. 



 7 

Officer Reports 
 

 

Parliamentarian Veronica 

Knippling 

 My name is Veronica Knippling, and I’m the 

South Dakota FBLA State Parliamentarian. I grew 

up on a cattle ranch in Gann Valley, but I attend 

school in Highmore. I’m now a senior in high 

school, I play volleyball, I love FBLA and FFA, I’m 

an editor for the school’s yearbook, and one of my 

great passions is Photography. A fun fact about 

me is that I have 9 siblings! I can’t wait for a great 

year of FBLA. 

 

@veronicaknippling 

  

 Hi, everybody! My name is Andrew Cypher, and I am 

serving as this year's FBLA State Reporter. I am a senior this 

year at Tri-Valley High School. I have been in FBLA since my 

sophomore year, becoming the local vice president my junior 

year and running for state office that spring. I live FBLA be-

cause of the people I've met and grown closer to during my 

time in the organization, and my organizational and leadership 

skills have gotten better as a direct result of my membership. I 

am also the secretary for my local student council, I am also in 

quiz bowl and theater. I am looking forward to a great year of 

FBLA! 

@wikked_smaaht  

Reporter Andrew  

Cypher 
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Upcoming Events 
 

 

Officer Leadership Institute December 11,  2019 

SLC Registration Deadline (TBD) February 7, 2020 

Legislative Shadowing February 3 & 4, 2020 

Pre-judging Submissions Due March 1, 2020 

Pre-Judging Occurs March 8-22, 2020 

Online Testing Window February 24-March 22, 2020 

State Officer Candidate Intent 

Forms Due 

January 31, 2020 

Scholarship Applications Due March 1, 2020 

March Budget Meeting March 18, 2020 

State Leadership Conference  April 6-7, 2020 

National Leadership Conference June 29-July 2, 2020 

Thanks For Reading! See you all next month! 

OLI will be held at the Ramkota in Sioux Falls. 

Legislative Shadowing and SLC will both be in Pierre. 

The March Budget Meeting will take place in Huron. 

The National Leadership Conference will be in Salt Lake City, Utah. 


